Handel Concert Soprano Notes
October 5, 2026

· No rehearsal next week (10/12)!
· Our fabulous MV staff came to rehearsal so we could meet them and learn about the swell things they do for MV.
· We also met the section leaders. If you have music questions, come to Deb Poppel or Jillian Boeni before you harass Ted and Julie, but not in the middle of rehearsal. Also, while Ted doesn’t mind relevant questions, sometimes we interrupt him before he has a chance to address whatever issue we ask about—give the dude a minute! He’s pretty good at this music directing stuff. (Same applies when Julie is conducting.)
· Finally, we introduced the Singer’s Council. Feel free to chat with members if you have thoughts about making us better, or if you’d like to volunteer to help. These folks (and section leaders) can be found on the member site.
· TICKET MINIMUM for each singer for Handel and Lerner concert is 6 tickets. If this is a financial hardship please talk to Julie. Also please remember we have an annual $80 music fee. (We don’t charge dues, so as far as similar volunteer choruses goes, this is very reasonable.)
· If you’d like to be in the pictorial directory (which we encourage!) and didn’t answer thusly in Julie’s survey, please email debpoppel@gmail.com with a head shot (need not be fancy), voice part, and email and phone if you would like them included. This isn’t shared outside the member section!
· Order of Italian pieces is Di Timpani (Coro 20), Questo e il Cielo, Ariodante, Giuilio Cesare. Please arrange your music before rehearsal to minimize the binder clicks!

Music Notes 
Questo Il Cielo 
· This chart is lacking many slurs (musical, not ethnic), which would be helpful. In general syllables set on two notes should have a slur. (For example, Bars 19, 21, 54, 55, 59, 67 and similar.) There may be a version of the chart with the slurs written in posted on the member site—I assume Julie will let us know if and when that happens.
· Pay attention to more than individual notes! For example, clock the lengths of phrases, and also what other sections are doing—that makes this more fun to sing. 
· Sing from your kishkes, not from your throat.
· Bar 41 is piano, and Bar 49 is forte, but a gentle pastoral forte.
· Pronunciation notes—careful of the “l” in eil, and the o in “go der.” Roi= roy.
· Ted did a trademark tedgression about the film “A Matter of Life and Death”, which does sound entertaining. (it’s on Tubi) Somehow he found the image of a little boy with a recorder and a sheep reminiscent of this music. Hey, who hasn’t been there?
· Practice—find a recording!




He Spake the Word
· Seems like we are sticking with “Chorus 1 is last names A-L. Chorus 2 is last names M-Z.” We may well be changing seating arrangement during intermission to facilitate this. 
· Enjoy the “z” sound at the end of “flies.” Have fun with the flies and lice.
· The “he spake” figure is grand and stentorian. The flies and lice material is more chirpy, bouncy, staccato, icky.
· Throw a subtle “w” into the first syllable of “quarter.”
· Woodshed this on your own!

He Smote all the First Born and Happy Happy Shall We
· We learned notes on the first and sight-read the second. Please review!



