Handel Concert Soprano Notes
October 19, 2026

· NEW MEMBER orientation next week (10/26) at 6:15. Please arrive in time to find the room so Emy can start on time.
· We sat in double-chorus formation, which is how we will sit for the second half of the concert. Facing Ted/Julie, from left (water cooler end ) to right, Chorus 2 Sops, Chorus 2 Altos, Chorus 2 Tenors, Chorus 2 Basses, Chorus 1 Basses, Chorus 1 Tenors, Chorus 1 Altos, Chorus 1 Sops.
· TICKET MINIMUM for each singer for Handel and Lerner concert is 6 tickets. If this is a financial hardship please talk to Julie. Also please remember we have an annual $80 music fee. (We don’t charge dues, so as far as similar volunteer choruses goes, this is very reasonable.)
· If you’d like to be in the pictorial directory (which we encourage!) please email debpoppel@gmail.com with a head shot (need not be fancy), voice part, and email and phone if you would like them included. This isn’t shared outside the chorus. 
· Order of Italian pieces is Di Timpani (Coro 20), Questo e il Cielo, Ariodante, Giuilio Cesare. Please arrange your music before rehearsal to minimize the binder clicks!

Music Notes 
Hailstones 
· Think about the words and paint a picture. Hail! Rain! Fire! Be dramatic and meteorological but not screamy.
· Make sure the “g” on ground is audible.
· Make sure “hail” doesn’t sound like “hell.”
· P 38 is allargando but will probably be only a “weeny bit” slower.
· Be aware of where we are singing counterpoint and where we are singing the same words and rhythm (e.g., P 35)
He Sent a Thick Darkness
· Ted may change this, but for now sing straight tone. This better achieves the dark and spooky affect appropriate to the movement.
· Top of Page 40, “even” is dotted quarter, eighth. Careful not to sing it as 
double-dot, 16th.
· When singing the word darkness, back off second syllable. When it’s staccato, sing dark-ness. When it’s not, sing dar-kness.
He Loathed to Drink
· The runs in this movement should be bloody and lugubrious.
· Bring out the “he loathed to drink of the river”, as it’s the main motif. Then back off.
· If loathed is set on two notes, sing loath-ed. 
· Make sure the beginning “L” on loathed is audible.
Giulio Cesare and Di Timpani (from the opera Agrippina)
· Part splits for now at least: All Sop 1, and Chorus 1 Sop 2 (last names A-L) sing top line Chorus 2 Sop 2 (last names M-Z) sing second line down with all the A1s.


