
TENOR NOTES FOR CELEBRATING HANDEL 

 

September 28 rehearsal 

We are rehearsing at standard pitch (A440) but will be performing at baroque pitch (about ½ step down, 
A415). 

 

Lucky Omens 

Sing lightly but accurately … Ted isn’t looking for a huge sound.  Note that the rests that look like 
backward eighth rests are actually quarter rests. 

Over exaggerate the word “our” as 2 syllables…Ah, oo, R 

P. 8, 3rd system and throughout — put the “-mens” of “omens” on the sixteenth note — and make it a 
definite sixteenth note, so it doesn’t sound like we’re sloppily early on the 4th beat. 

P. 8, 3rd system and throughout — keep each word of “bless our rites” separate and short … Ted should be 
able to hear two Rs. 

Pp. 10-11 — the “bless our rites” at the bottom of page 10 starts on an E♭ … but the “bless our rites” at 
the top of page 11 is different, it starts on a D. 

P. 12 Soft, button  - enjoy the “leap” it should be connected and feel expressive 

The last note ||O|| is actually a double whole note.  

 

He Spake The Word 

For now, Chorus 1 (Sop I, Alto I, Ten I, Bass I) is everyone with last names beginning with A through L 
… Chorus 2 (Sop II, Alto II, Ten II, Bass II) is everyone with last names beginning with M through Z.  
But Ted might switch it to Chorus 1 = Ten I and Chorus 2 = Ten II — so stay tuned. 

We sang through this piece, but no material remarks. 

 

He Smote All the First-Born 

We sang through this piece, but no material remarks. 

 

Questo è Il Cielo 

For pieces sung in Italian, keep all the vowels pure — no diphthongs.  All Ts should be dentalized — 
keep tongue behind the upper teeth, it’s a softer sound.  All Rs before vowels should be flipped — and all 
Rs before consonants (or at the ends of words) should be rolled.  The Italian should be seductive, full of 
the enjoyment of la dolce vita — picture yourself as Sophia Loren or Marcello Mastroianni. 

Maintain a pastoral quality….peaceful, love and sunshine. 


